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PROJECT UPDATES
PROJECTʼS FIRST BOOK
We are proud to announce that the projectʼs 
first book is coming out April, 2005, called 
Mexican Americans and WWII. This book of 
manuscripts was edited by project director, 
Dr. Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez. 

FIVE-YEAR PROJECT TIME LINE
Five years have passed since the project 
began. We walk you through some impor-
tant milestones inside.

 FROM THE DIRECTOR
  Narratives, the newspaper, was the part of  our proj-
ect that attracted the most attention. Through its 
publication, we were able to announce the richness of  
stories in our archives, impart to our students a new 
perspective on history, and give our interview subjects 
a portrait in words within the pages of  a newspaper.
  But after eight issues, it was time to refocus our re-
sources on completing the archives and readying them 
for transfer to the Nettie Lee Benson Latin American 
Collection. We’ll still be writing stories from inter-
views -- those will be included in a compilation of  all 
the Narratives editions that we’re working on. Our 
project’s goals remain the same: to include the stories 
of  U.S. Latinos of  the WWII generation within our 
historical accounts.
         Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez  Project Director

 Welcome to the first issue of  the U.S. Latino 
& Latina WWII Oral History Project quarterly 
newsletter. As promised we will be continuing 
to keep you in the know and up-to-date with 
the latest goings-on with our project. We have  
named our newsletter “Narratives Insider” 
since it has been Narratives (the newspaper 
series created to showcase the interviews gath-
ered) that has kept our supporters most updat-
ed on the progress of  the project. Even though 
the Narratives chapter has closed, the project is 
still going strong. In fact, we continue to accept 
and conduct some interviews as our resources 
allow. We will be summarizing those interviews in future newsletters. 
    So, where have we been and where are we going? On the inside of  this first quarterly news-
letter you will find a fold-out time line showcasing the last five years of  the project. Sub-
sequent Narratives Insider newsletters will feature bios and photos of  recent interviews, 
updates of  the project’s staff  and duties, and an updated list of  contributors. Donations, 
contributions, and partners are still a major component of  our project. 
   Since the publication of  the eighth and final issue of  Narratives in the summer of  2004, 
36 interviews have been gathered and added to the project archive. The next issue will 
feature interviews from individuals such as Mr. Hank Cervantes, who grew up working 
in California’s farm fields and went on to serve in the U.S. Air Force during WWII as a 
fighter pilot. We will also feature several interviews from New Mexico mine workers, 
including women. For more stories and updates on exciting initiatives within the project, 
be sure to subscribe!

Welcome Readers,
To Our First Newsletter!
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