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Finding Theatre Reviews

You can find production reviews, previews, and interviews in both the scholarly and popular press; local or worldwide, print and online.
Newspapers
The University Libraries have online access to regional, national, and international newspapers. Some historical newspaper files exist, beginning in the 1800s, but most online papers are full text from the 1980’s to now. There is also microfilm for many older newspapers, which you can look through by the dates your production was being performed.

Journals

You will find more in-depth reviews in journal articles.  The University Libraries also has online access to much of this material and it is searchable through the databases.  There are also many paper journals in the libraries, if there is no electronic version.

Following are some databases that may contain reviews from either newspapers or journals:

International Index to the Performing Arts:

Online; index of articles and reviews in all performing arts; often has the full article online; if not – search for the journal title in the Library Catalog – UT might even have a different database with the full text.
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?id=203
ProQuest Historical Newspapers:

New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times
Online; coverage begins in the 1800s and ends about two years ago; updated each year; once you know a particular production’s dates and participants, you will need to see what was written about it at the time it was in production; search by date and play title and other significant names.
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?let=P
Lexis/Nexis Academic
Online; covers the more recent (up to today) newspaper issues; you can search all major newspapers together, or specify one (ex.: NY Times or Variety); also good for regional, US, and international news; also good for socio-political context; warning: default date is “previous 2 years”.
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?id=224
Academic Search Complete: 
Online; covers a broad range of periodicals, both scholarly and popular; contains a lot of full text of these articles; good for reviews and for socio-political context.

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?id=6
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