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Background Information [to narrow your topic]
Dictionary of Literary Biography: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?id=110
The Mexican American experience : an encyclopedia. 
E 184 M5 M4535 2003 PCL Stacks and Benson Reference

Africana : the encyclopedia of the African and African American experience. 
DT 14 A37435 2005 PCL Reference
The handbook of African American literature. 
PS 153 N5 E78 2004 PCL Reference

Native American literatures: an encyclopedia of works, characters, authors, and themes. 
PS 153 I52 W47 1999 PCL Reference
Asian American literature: reviews and criticism of works by American writers of Asian descent.
PS 153 A84 A82 1999 PCL Reference

Library Catalog [to find books in the library]

From UT Library Online (www.lib.utexas.edu), click on “Library Catalog.”

http://utdirect.utexas.edu/lib/utnetcat/
To find books on your topic, start with the title keyword search in the catalog.  Ex: Harlem Renaissance

You can also search the catalog for specific titles and authors. Ex: La Frontera or Cisneros, Sandra
To find books about a certain author, rather than books by that author, do a subject search on the author’s name.  EX:  Erdrich, Louise and select subject from the drop-down menu. Usually there will be a category called Criticism and Interpretation for that author.

Remember that you don’t necessarily need to read a whole book to include it in your research – sometimes just a chapter or two will be relevant to your paper.
Databases and Indexes [to find articles and literary criticism]

For a list of all English literature related databases, go to: 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?subject=English%20Literature
Academic Search Premier: 1990 - present. Provides full text for nearly 3,180 scholarly publications covering academic areas of study including social sciences, humanities, education, computer sciences, engineering, language and linguistics, arts & literature, medical sciences, and ethnic studies. 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?id=6
EthnicNewsWatch: 1985 - present. Provides full-text coverage of newspapers, magazines and journals of the ethnic, minority and native press in America (some international coverage). 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?id=142
Historical Abstracts: 1960 –present. Contains journal on  international political, diplomatic, economic, social, cultural and intellectual history Covers history dating from 1450 to the present.
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?id=180
MLA International Bibliography: 1963-present. Find journal articles and literary criticism. Also covers drama, languages, linguistics, and folklore. Coverage is international.

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?id=250
To find an article in the library, you must have the full citation (author, article title, journal title, volume and issue number or date and page numbers).  If the database you are searching offers full text or the “Find it @UT” button, just follow the links to get the article.  If there are no links provided, search the Library Catalog for the title of the journal, not the title of the article!  Note the journal’s call number and library location.  Once you locate the journal in the library, use the citation to pick the appropriate volume and pages.  Copy machines are available throughout the libraries.

Additional Resources
Source Evaluation: 

Evaluating web sites http://www.lib.utexas.edu/students/find/eval.html
Is it scholarly? http://www.lib.utexas.edu/students/find/popularvscholarly.html
Citation Styles: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/pcl/citations/index.html
NoodleBib: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/noodlebib/index.html
MLA handbook for writers of research papers, 6th ed.  Gibaldi, Joseph.  New York: Modern Language Association, 2003. Call Number: LB 2369 G53 PCL

Research guide for undergraduate students: English and American literature, 5th ed.  Baker, Nancy L. New York: Modern Language Association, 2000.  Call Number: PR 56 B34 PCL
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