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Library Research Workshop Outline

Introduction to the UT Libraries
· 15 libraries on campus, main library is Perry-Casteñeda, or PCL

· Library website: www.lib.utexas.edu. Here, you can renew books online, chat with a librarian about a research question or search scholarly sources for books and articles.

· You can make research appointments with library subject specialists: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/subject/
Background Information [to narrow your topic]
· When getting started on a research topic, you’ll need to gather background information to flesh out your understanding of the topic.

· While it is tempting to go to wikipedia, and this is sometimes a good starting point, wikipedia should never be cited in a paper because it is not considered a credible source. Always verify information found in wikipedia in another scholarly, authoritative source before using that information in your research.

· The library has thousands of print and electronic reference books, subject specific encyclopedias and dictionaries to assist with the gathering of credible background information.

Library Catalog [to find books in the library]

· The Library Catalog is the place to find out what the UT Libraries own, where material is shelved and whether it is currently available.

· You can search by keyword, title, author, and several other ways. In the advanced search option, you can search by location (limit to a particular campus library), language, format (ex: only search DVD’s) and date.

· Show some course relevant examples.

Databases and Indexes [to find articles and literary criticism]
· To find scholarly articles in the library you can use research databases: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/
· Databases contain citations and sometimes the full text of articles published in the top journals of a particular discipline or field, like English, History, Gender Studies, etc.  The articles are not available for free on the internet – the library pays lots of money for students to have access (because of copyright). Using library databases (instead of google) is one way to guarantee the information you find is scholarly. 

· Databases that will be particularly useful for this course are: ___, ___, and ___ (approx. 3-4 databases should suffice)

· Show some course relevant examples in MLA or other databases (limit demo examples to one or two databases).
· To get the full text of an article, click the [image: image2.png]Find it OUT|



 button and just follow the links to get the article.  If there are no links provided we might only have print copies of the journal. Search the Library Catalog for the title of the journal, not the title of the article!  Note the journal’s call number and library location.  Once you locate the journal in the library, use the citation to pick the appropriate volume and pages.  Copy machines are available throughout the libraries as well as copy card vending machines.

Common Questions
How do I know if something is scholarly?

Evaluating web sites http://www.lib.utexas.edu/students/find/eval.html
Is it scholarly? http://www.lib.utexas.edu/students/find/popularvscholarly.html
How do I cite sources?

NoodleBib: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/citations/noodlebib.html
MLA handbook for writers of research papers, 7th ed.  Gibaldi, Joseph.  New York: Modern Language Association, 2009. Call Number: LB 2369 G53 2009 PCL Reference

How do I get something that is checked out or not owned by UT Libraries?


Recall: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/services/borrower/recalls_and_holds.html
Interlibrary Loan: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/services/ils/
How do I see what I have checked out and renew my books? 

My Library Account: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/account/
Tools for AI’s 
E314 Research Handouts:  you can create new library research handouts based on ones created for previous years’ classes. A selection of these handouts are available for your use at:

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/subject/english/handouts/
Keep in mind the following:

1. the example handouts sometimes have dates that will need to be updated

2. Library resources are constantly being added and sometimes cancelled, so be sure to update your handouts each semester. 

3. If you aren’t sure what resources are best for your class/assignment/handout, please feel free to send me a request for handout assistance.

Creating Effective Research Assignments: 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/services/instruction/faculty/creatassignment.html
Information Literacy standard competencies for students of English Literature: 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/about/sections/les/lescompetency.cfm
UT Libraries Information Literacy assistance for instructors:

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/services/instruction/faculty/facultyindex.html
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