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E314L Reading Women Writers
Library Research Guide   
Background Information [to narrow your topic]
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 2004. Provides 50,000 biographies of people of distinction in the British Isles and its colonies who died before December 31, 2000. Portrait illustrations included. http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?id=273
Victorian Britain : an encyclopedia 
DA 550 V53 1988 PCL Reference Dept 
Encyclopedia of the Renaissance
CB 361 E52 1999 V.1-6 PCL Reference Dept
Encyclopedia of post-colonial literatures in English
PR 9080 A52 E53 2005 V.1-3 PCL Reference Dept 

Databases and Indexes [to find articles and literary criticism]
For a list of all English literature related databases, go to: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?subject=English%20Literature
Academic Search Complete: 1990 - present. Find journal articles in all academic areas of study including social sciences, humanities, education, computer sciences, engineering, language and linguistics, arts & literature, medical sciences, and ethnic studies.  http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?id=6
Historical Abstracts: 1960 –present. Contains journals on international political, diplomatic, economic, social, cultural and intellectual history. Covers history dating from 1450 to the present. http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?id=180
Gender Studies Database: Includes articles from top scholarly journals in the field of gender studies from 1972 to present. http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?id=155
MLA International Bibliography: 1963-present. Find journal articles and literary criticism. Also covers drama, languages, linguistics, and folklore. Coverage is international. http://www.lib.utexas.edu/indexes/titles.html?id=250
To find an article in the library, you must have the full citation (author, article title, journal title, volume and issue number or date and page numbers).  If the database you are searching offers full text or the [image: image2.png]Find it OUT|



 button, just follow the links to get the article.  If there are no links provided, search the Library Catalog for the title of the journal, not the title of the article!  Note the journal’s call number and library location.  Once you locate the journal in the library, use the citation to pick the appropriate volume and pages.  Copy machines are available throughout the libraries as well as copy card vending machines.
Library Catalog [to find books in the library]

From UT Library Online (www.lib.utexas.edu), click on “Library Catalog.”

http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/
To find books on your topic, start with the keyword search in the catalog.  Ex: feminist theory

You can also search the catalog for specific titles and authors. Ex: Oroonoko or Rhys, Jean
To find books about a certain author, rather than books by that author, do a subject heading search on the author’s name.  EX:  Behn, Aphra. Scroll through the headings and look for a category called Criticism and Interpretation for that author. Click in to see relevant items.

Remember that you don’t necessarily need to read a whole book to include it in your research – sometimes just a chapter or two will be relevant to your paper.

Additional Resources
Source Evaluation: 

Evaluating web sites http://www.lib.utexas.edu/students/find/eval.html
Is it scholarly? http://www.lib.utexas.edu/students/find/popularvscholarly.html
NoodleBib: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/noodlebib/index.html
Interlibrary Loan: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/services/ils/
My Library Account: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/account/
MLA handbook for writers of research papers, 7th ed.  Gibaldi, Joseph.  New York: Modern Language Association, 2009. Call Number: LB 2369 G53 2009 PCL Reference

Research guide for undergraduate students: English and American literature, 6th ed.  Baker, Nancy L. New York: Modern Language Association, 2006.  Call Number: PR 56 B34 PCL

Ask a Librarian
IM and Email: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/services/reference/
PCL Information and Research Help Desk: 495-4250
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