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What is an RSS Feed?

e RSS = Real Simple Syndication
e These content feeds exist for websites, blogs, and can even be created for your favorite searches.
e Think of RSS as a tool that provides you with automatic notification and delivery of any new
information available from your favorite websites.
O Once you’ve subscribed to a site’s RSS feed using an RSS reader or news aggregator, you no
longer have to visit the site to find out if there is or isn’t new content
O When the site is updated, the new content is delivered to your reader via the RSS feed.
O When you finish reading that content, it is removed from your reader unless you save it.
e Unlike subscribing to email updates for a site, you don’t need to worry about spammers, identity
theft, or contacting a site administrator to be removed from a list.
e Most readers also allow you to create folders and categorize feeds, just like you would group your

bookmarks.
Finding Feeds
Google Blog Search, http://blogsearch.google.com Feedster, http://www.feedster.com
Technorati, http://www.technorati.com Blogdigger, http://www.blogdigger.com
Bloglines, http://www.bloglines.com/search Austin Bloggers: http://www.austinbloggers.org
Newspapers with RSS

http:/ /www.themediadrop.com/archives/003699.php

U.S. Government RSS Feed Library

http:/ /www.usa.gov/Topics/Reference_Shelf/Libraries/RSS_Library.shtml
MiniBoxs: An RSS Magazine

http://www.miniboxs.com

35 Ways You Can Use RSS Today

http:/ /www.micropersuasion.com/2006/06/35_ways_you_can.html

How Do I Subsctibe to a Feed?

Web-based Feed Readers: Google Personalized Home Page:

Bloglines, http://www.bloglines.com http://www.google.com/ig

Google Reader, http://www.google.com/reader  Firefox Live Bookmarks:

Newsgator, http://www.newsgator.com http:/ /www.mozilla.com/ firefox/livebookmarks

Other Web-Based and Desktop Readers: http://allrss.com/rssreaders.html

Demo Account for Bloglines and Google Reader
Email address: iolrss2007@gmail.com Password: onlinelearning

Create a Bloglines Account

1. Go to www.bloglines.com and click “Sign up now” in the middle of the page.

2. Enter a valid email address, create a password, and choose the correct time zone. Click “Register.’

3. Bloglines will send a validation email. Click on the link in that email to validate your address.
You’re ready to go!
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Subscribing to Feeds Using Bloglines
There are several options you can use to subscribe to the RSS feed for a website. You will need to be
logged into your Bloglines account to subscribe.

oglines

A. Look for this icon on the site . Clicking it will deliver the site’s feed directly to your
Bloglines account and you can confirm the subscription. Not all sites will offer this option.

B. Go to www.bloglines.com, click on Subscribe, and enter the URL of the site.

C. Click on the site’s feed icon — it may look like £ | S o ECM vou may be taken to a

Bloglines

collection of button links, which should include == . If you don’t see the Bloglines icon, but
you are provided with a URL that ends with .xml or .rss, you can copy and paste that URL as in #2.

D. You can create a Bloglines bookmarklet. This provides you with a button inside your web browser
that you can click any time you're reading a blog you want to subscribe to. To set up your bookmarklet,
click on “Easy Subscribe Bookmarklet” on the lower left-hand side of the screen.

Official Google Reader Blog

http://googlereader.blogspot.com/

Subscribing to Feeds Using Firefox Live Bookmarks
http://mozilla.gunnars.net/ firefox_bookmarks_tutorial.html
Subscribing to Feeds Using Your Google Personalized Home Page
http:/ /www.google.com/support/bin/topic.py?topic=1592

Additional Resources

What is RSS?
e RSSin Simple English: A short, simple video introduction
http:/ /www.commoncraft.com/rss_plain_english
e 7 Things You Should Know About RSS from EDUCAUSE
http://educause.edu/LibraryDetailPage /6662 ID=ELI7024
RSS and Education
e RSS: A Quick Start Guide for Educators
http:/ /weblogg-ed.com/wp-content/uploads/2006/05/RSSFAQ4.pdf
e Teaching Hacks Wiki: RSS Ideas in Education
http:/ /www.teachinghacks.com/wiki/index.phprtile=Main_Page
RSS and Course Management Systems
e Integrating RSS Feeds Into Your Course Management System
http://zircon.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/lta/archives/Ita44.php
e How to Get a News Feed into your WebCT Course
http:/ /www.sitegeist.com/stories/2003/04/16/howToGetANewsFeedIntoYourWebctCourse.html
Creating RSS Feeds
e Page2RSS: Create an RSS feed for any website
http:/ /www.page2rss.com/
e Dapper: Extract and use information from any website
http:/ /www.dappet.net/
Neat RSS Tools
e Rasasa: Delivers new content to your instant messenger if you're online and to your mobile phone
or email if you're offline
http:/ /www.rasasa.com/
e NewsAloud: Reads your feeds aloud in a natural, human sounding voice
http:/ /www.nextup.com/NewsAloud/index.html
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